
GCISD Guidelines for Foreign Exchange Students

Grapevine-Colleyville Independent School District (GCISD) welcomes the foreign exchange program as it
provides students the opportunity to enrich and learn about the history of the United States as well as
become more fluent in both the written and oral English language. We encourage students to take an active
part in the academic process and experience the social activities of students in Texas and GCISD.  GCISD has
obtained a TEA waiver which allows a maximum of five foreign exchange students on both the campus of
Grapevine High School and Colleyville Heritage High School each year. Participation will be on a first-come,
first‐served basis.

The following guidelines are provided to assist the foreign exchange organization, the foreign exchange
student, and the host family in understanding the GCISD expectations of this program:

1. Foreign exchange organizations shall meet the requirements of the Council on Standards for
International  Educational Travel.  Program sponsors are responsible for entering information to
register students in the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System.  Students must submit a
SEVIS form, DS 2019 Certificate of Eligibility for Exchange Visitor Status as part of the application
packet.

2. The local foreign exchange organization representative should contact the Director of Student
Services for Grapevine-Colleyville ISD to complete an application and secure approval to place the
student at Grapevine High School or Colleyville Heritage High School.

3. If a foreign exchange student returns to his/her country or is moved to another district, no new
foreign exchange student will replace the withdrawn student.

4. Foreign exchange students are accepted for one academic school year, and will not be approved
for only a single semester.

5. The foreign exchange student is responsible for providing the month/date/year of all
immunizations. Immunization records must be in English.

6. The foreign exchange organization is responsible for providing a copy of the student’s high school
transcript for the entire year. The transcript must be in English.

7. Any cost for student records required by the foreign exchange program, or country, is the
responsibility of the student.

8. Every foreign exchange student is encouraged to be fluent in writing and speaking English. Per
TEA, upon initial enrollment, the school district must initiate the Language Proficiency
Assessment Committee (LPAC) Framework Process to any new student to Texas (including FES) to
identify English language learners and recommend appropriate program placement.

9. The host family must be a Grapevine-Colleyville ISD resident, and the host family is required to
enroll the foreign exchange student prior to the first day of school.

10. Foreign exchange students are expected to participate fully in their classes and are subject to
GCISD attendance policies. Students must abide by the Student Code of Conduct and are subject to
all disciplinary consequences warranted by such behaviors. Certain behaviors may result in a
student no longer being eligible to participate in the program.

11. Foreign exchange students will be classified at the 11th-grade level due to the difficulty in
interpreting course description equivalencies from schools outside the United States.

12. Foreign exchange students will not be placed in the class ranking.
13. Coaches and sponsors of extracurricular activities will be responsible for obtaining and checking

proper credentials for participation in each activity.
14. The representative of the exchange program is expected to maintain continuous contact with its

Exchange‐Visitor students, the host family, and the high school.  The representative shall initiate
action to resolve any problems that may arise with respect to the student’s participation in his or
her academic program or with respect to the student’s relationship with his or her host family.

For additional information, please see the Foreign Exchange Students FAQ document from the Texas
Education Agency.

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/subject-areas/languages-other-than-english/foreign-exchange-student-frequently-asked-questions

